
Hayward Gallery Project Space 

Echoes & Reverberations
Performance Programme
Saturday 18 July 2015, 2–6pm

Echoes & Reverberations features the work of six artists – Jumana Emil Abboud, 
Anas Al-Shaikh, Basma Alsharif, Samah Hijawi, Magdi Mostafa and Joe Namy – 
who each consider sound as a medium for performing or exploring history,  
and listening as a performative act.  Accompanying the exhibition in Hayward 
Gallery Project Space is a programme of newly-commissioned performances. 

All performances are free and will take place in The Front Room, Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, Southbank Centre.
 
2–2.45pm
The Wandering Singer of Tales
Samah Hijawi (b. 1976, lives and works Amman, Jordan)  
 
Based on the life of a singer called Layla, this lecture-performance considers 
narrative and image-making in relation to experiences of loss and dislocation. 
Located in the political and artistic histories around Palestine, The Wandering Singer 
of Tales explores the ‘temporality of images’, and the ways in which memories, and 
visual representations of a place, might be affected by trauma and exile.
 
3.30–4pm
A Happy Ending part II: Two Skins, the Stories
Jumana Emil Abboud (b.1971, lives and works Jerusalem) 
 
In this vocal performance, Jumana Emil Abboud moves in and between her audience 
as she regales them with stories drawn from Palestinian folktales. To conclude  
her performance, Abboud will give away small clay talismanic objects – vessels for 
personal stories – in the manner of a traditional Palestinian ceremony.

4.30–5.30pm
space, breath, time
Joe Namy (b. 1978, lives and works in Beirut, Lebanon)
 
space, breath, time brings together a group of musicians to interpret a text-based 
score written for South Asian portable harmoniums. This experimental score 
explores ‘flows of people, networks and waves – sounds in migration, in search of 
asylum’. Audience members are invited to walk amongst the harmonium players  
in order to experience the sonic characteristics of the performance space. 



Echoes & Reverberations
23 June – 16 August 2015

This exhibition in Hayward Gallery Project Space takes place in tandem with 
A Prologue to the Past and Present State of Things (2 July – 15 August, Delfina 
Foundation), an exhibition that explores performance as a form of recording 
and re-writing history. Both exhibitions are part of Staging Histories, Delfina 
Foundation’s new research and commissioning platform for performance art from 
and in relation to the Arab region.  

An online catalogue has been produced in collaboration with Ibraaz Platform 
009, which addresses the genealogies of performance art in North Africa and the 
Middle East.  Contributors include Anthony Downey (Editor-in-Chief, Ibraaz),  
Aaron Cezar (Director, Delfina Foundation), Cliff Lauson (Curator, Hayward Gallery), 
Dr. Alexandra MacGilp (Curator, Maraya Art Centre) and writer Rayya Badran. 
Please visit www.ibraaz.org to view the catalogue.
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